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FOND FAREWELL TO FAVOURITE HEADTEACHER 


Helping to create 


THE Leys said a fond farewell to one of 
its best loved and inspirational teachers 
who retired at the end of term. 

Jill Hudson, Executive Head of the 
Blackbird Academy Trust has worked 
in the Leys since 1998. She said: “I 
came in 1998 taking on the headship 
of Pegasus School just for two terms 
as a temporary role to give stability 
as it had just failed its inspection. | 
quickly found that I felt | had arrived 
somewhere very special and have 
stayed ever since. Every child deserves 
to go toa good school. My belief has 
been that they need even more than 
that. | have always felt that schools 
should give children the chance to 
have a truly happy childhood in which 
they take on amazing challenges with 
confidence and enthusiasm, learn 
how to believe in themselves and 
others and to become a thoughtful 
caring person motivated by kindness. 
Childhood happens once and every 
child should have a touch of magic in 
their childhood.” 

Jill added that one of the most 
recent developments has been the 
joint venture between Leys Festival 
organisers and the school. She said: “| 
want to thank the whole community 
for the wonderful support and 
enthusiasm it brought to our joint 
venture, joining together the Leys 
Festival and the annual horticultural 
show for the first time. For me, the 
chance for our children to see what 
amazing things are achieved when 
so many different organisations and 


individuals work together in a shared 
effort is an inspiring model for how 
life should be. | know we all had a 
great day with so many activities and 
experiences to enjoy together. 

“The horticultural show again saw 
amazing exhibits brought in and our 
judges found it very hard to make 
decisions about just who should get 
the first prize in each category. Again, 
making the miniature garden or 


vegetable sculpture, entering tomatoes 


you have grown or flowers you have 
picked and arranged, gives children 
and their families experiences and 


memories they will treasure for years to 


come.” 

The school had some great 
successes at the event. Jill added: “We 
were delighted that this year the Best 
In Show cup went to Jasmine Malicay 
for a stunning vegetable sculpture. 
We have since calculated the entrant 
with the most points in show and 
are thrilled to announce that this is 
awarded to Amber Jansen. 

“| also wanted to take this 
opportunity to send my warmest 
personal thanks to the many, many 
families and individuals of the Leys 
that | have worked with over the 
last 18 years. As I am retiring | felt | 
just couldn't leave without saying to 
each of you that is has been the most 
extraordinary privilege to work in this 
community. 

“As | leave, memories of magical 
times crowd into my mind such as 
residentials to Eyam and Whitby, Lewis 


magical childhoods 


Le 


Jill Hudson pictured with TV Host Alexander Armstrong who visited Pegasus School. 


and Esinam reading their poem at a 
special concert in New College, some 
very cold and exciting productions in 
the open air at Oxford castle, winning a 
gold medal at Blenheim twice, hearing 
children address a national conference, 
setting up and running a whole 
professional garlic farm, leading tours 
for the public on Oxford Open Doors 
weekend, discussing Antony A Wood's 
life with the leading international 
expert on the subject and just this 
week being with children on their very 
first trip to the seaside!” 


Jill added: “Animals have featured too 
- from the chickens (now in all three 
schools), Farms for Ewe at the fabulous 
Christmas bazaars, now also in all 
three schools, camels in the park for 
the Living Nativity and of course, two 
schools dogs — Welly and Winston. 

All these seem to me to be magical 
memories - | do hope the children and 
families feel the same. | have always 
believed in the amazing potential of 
the children in our schools — even those 
who find school tricky and take longer 
to believe in themselves. With love and 


New home 

i for the Leys 
Community 
Church 
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genuine belief that they can, and will, 
make it | have seen so many flourish 
and achieve so much. Now as I meet 
up with ex pupils in all sorts of places 

| am struck by the mature, thoughtful, 
caring and responsible adults that 
they have become. | am very grateful 
to everyone for the wonderful years 

| have spent with the families and 
community on the Leys and wish each 
of you joy, happiness and success in 
all you do - and alittle touch of magic 
too!” 
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FUN AT THE FESTIVAL: Families from across the Le 
some of our favourite photos from the event. 


YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVES 


E BLACKBIRD LEYS PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 
Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin Launchbury 


and Pat Stannard. 
For contact and further details see page 7. 
E OXFORD CITY COUNCIL E OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY 
BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD COUNCIL 
Linda Smith — Labour. LEYS DIVISION 


125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, 
0X3 ORB 

@ 07961 121704 

E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 


Rae Humberstone — Labour. 

75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, OX4 7UZ 
@ 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 

E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 
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Sian Taylor — Labour. 

5 Regent Street, Oxford, 0X4 10U 
T 07767 311425 

E: cllrstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 


Jennifer Pegg — Labour 
T 07525 720599 
E: cllrjpegg@oxford.gov.uk 


Steve Curran — Labour. 
88 Fairacres Road, 
Oxford, 0X4 1TG 

T 01865 727824 

& 07941 785538 

E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


E MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


Andrew Smith — Labour. 
Unit A, Bishops Mews, 
Transport Way, Oxford. 
@ 01865 595790 


E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 


Surgery: Every third Friday at the 
Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


THE winner of the Peter Pan in Scarlett competition 
is Lilly Smith. Lilly wins a set of family tickets for the 
performance on the 20 August at the Oxford Playhouse. 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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Oxfordshire’s Councils 
consultation put on hold 


A CONSULTATION to establish a new structure for 
Oxfordshire’s councils has been put on hold, following the 
appointment of Theresa May as Prime Minister. 

In a joint statement from Matthew Barber, Leader of 
Vale of White Horse District Council, John Cotton, Leader 
of South Oxfordshire District Council, lan Hudspeth, Leader 
of Oxfordshire County Council, James Mills, Leader of West 
Oxfordshire District Council. Bob Price, Leader of Oxford City 
Council and Barry Wood, Leader of Cherwell District Council, 
it was made clear that the studies into the restructure would 
be postponed. 

The statement said: “With a new Prime Minister and new 
Secretary of State now in place and a number of pressing 


economic and policy issues to work through at national level, 
we recognise that it is sensible to take the time to understand 
how the government intends to take forward devolution and 


local government reorganisation in Oxfordshire and other 
areas before presenting further proposals for reforming 
public services and changes to council structures in the 
county. 

“Following discussions with civil servants last week all 
the Oxfordshire councils have agreed to work together to 
discuss areas of common ground, assess potential options 
and establish whether we can agree a way forward building 
on the work we have both done to date. We have agreed to 
postpone publication of both the Grant Thornton and PWC 
studies, and pause plans for consultation until these plans 
have been jointly developed. 

“Our aim has always been to seek investment in housing 
and transport infrastructure; to improve skills training and 
develop the local economy. This investment is needed if 
we are to reach our potential, and therefore agreeing a way 
forward with government is a high priority for all of us.” 


Oxford 


Leys Festival success 


Health 


workers campaign 
against housing crisis 


THE health workers branch 
of UNISON will hold a march 
in September to highlight 
Oxford's worsening housing 
crisis. 

lan Mckendrick from 
UNISON said: “There can be 
no doubt there is a housing 
crisis in Oxford. Average house 
prices are 16 times the average 
wage. High rents eat up wages 
causing real hardship. The lack 
of affordable housing means 
that families are trapped in 
B&Bs for longer than the legal 
maximum, and homelessness 
is growing. 

“The NHS, other public 
services and local businesses 
all have problems recruiting 
and retaining staff, 
undermining the quality of 


services for local people and 
the local economy.” 

Campaigners say that the 
new Housing and Planning Act 
is set to make a bad situation 
worse. 

The Act means that council 
tenants with a household 
income of £31,000 will have 
their rents raised towards 
market levels, depending 
how much over £31,000 they 
earn. Tenants will be forced 
to disclose their income or 
face being charged the full 
market rent for their property. 
For a three bedroom house 
some families could face a rent 
increase of £8,000 a year if 
they earn £20,000 each. 

lan added: “Housing 
Associations can choose to 


implement “pay to stay” as 
they see fit. The Housing 
Act also dictates that secure 
tenancies will not be passed 
from parent to child and 
new tenancies will be for 
amaximum of ten years. 
Councils will also be forced 
to sell off higher value 
properties. 

“The Housing Act embodies 
a philosophy that housing 
ownership is good and renting 
is bad. Enforced council house 
sell offs, the extension of right 
to buy, and the introduction 
of market rents for tenants 
on modest wages, will all 
help reduce the number of 
affordable rents.” 

UNISION believes that The 
“pay to stay” rent rises, and the 
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By Helena Clennett 


THE Leys Festival 2016 was a fun packed day with 
something for everyone including a Polish food 
Stall, birds of prey, the horticulture tent, and Oxford 
Academy's ‘Old School’ among the attractions. 

At the 'Oxford for Oxford' tent biological 
science student Conor Cooper, 20, was giving 
children the chance to play at being Vikings for 
the day, while project leader Dr. Anna Caughey ran 
demonstrations showing that science can be fun. 

Anna said: "Oxford for Oxford is Oxford 
University's community engagement programme 
aiming to encourage local children to consider 
going to university, particularly Oxford University. 
We help schools organise day trips to the University 
and have a museum club that some of the school 
children in Blackbird Leys come to. The festival has 
been fantastic, this is our first year and we would 
love to come again.” 

Festival goers Tarkell, 9, and Kane, 8, took part in 
a science experiment at the tent and said: "It was 
really fun and we learnt a lot." 

Literacy charity ARCH was also in attendance 
with a stall at the festival. Oxford City co-ordinator 
Ro Lever said: "We came today to promote the 
organisation by reading with the children and telling 
people about it because we need new volunteers 
in schools in the Leys. It involves going into a school 
to read and play games with the children — it's not 
rocket science, but it works. Today has been going 
well, we've had lots of children come along and it's 
been nice interacting with the children. I've also 
enjoyed the other things on offer like the birds of 
prey. The organisers have done very well." 

Even without the sunshine it was great and it is 
an important annual event, bringing the community 
together and showcasing many of the interesting 
opportunities available for people of all ages in the 
area and more widely. 


limiting of secure tenancies 
for new tenants to a maximum 
of ten years, could be seen 
as a coercive mechanism 
to push people to buy a 
house. However the reality 
is that many tenants will find 
themselves trapped by wages 
that mean their rent will rise to 
unsustainable levels yet wages 
too low to afford a mortgage. 
lan added: “We should not 
be surprised that the cost of 
living in Oxford has lead to 
Oxfordshire NHS workers in 
UNISON raising the demands 
for wage increases to match 
rents, the scrapping of the 
Housing Act, and for more 
social housing with affordable 
rents. They have called a 
march and rally as part of 
the campaign and are being 
supported by a growing 
number of groups. This 
campaign is long overdue - 
we simply cannot afford to 
wait any longer.” 


E The march and rally will 
take place on September 
3 in Manzil Way, Oxford at 
11am. 
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SUMMER SPORTS ROUND UP 


One of our new team members and confirmed sports fan, Rowan Ellett, 
gives us a rundown of some of this summer's sporting action 


By 
Rowan 
Ellett 


Athletics 
This summer we have the Rio Olympic 
Games that will involve many athletes 
and fans, despite the never-ending fear 
of the Zika virus. 

Oxford City athletes, Hannah 
England and Nathan Douglas, will 
be more concerned about whether 
they book their place on the Great 
Britain team that will be flying over 
to Rio, Brazil in time for the Summer 
Olympics. England is a middle-distance 
runner, and Douglas, is a triple jumper. 
Many friends, family and locals will be 
cheering these two Oxford athletes on, 
if they are granted a chance to show 
the world what they can achieve in 
their respective events. 


Cricket 

The Oxford University cricket teams, 
the Blues and the Authentics, have 
been playing their matches at the 
University Parks, ever since 1881 when 
cricket was first officially played there. 


Cricket is a very popular sport and has 
always been played in the summer 
months because you need the perfect 
conditions for the players to run on, so 
they don't end up falling over. 

For both of these sides, the most 
important fixture of their cricket 
season is the Varsity matches. This 
contest is known as ‘The Blues 4-day 
Match’, which is “renowned as the 
oldest First Class fixture in the world”. 
This very famous match, which dates 
back to 1827, is now supplemented by 
a One Day fixture at Lord's and, in the 
last few years, by a Twenty20 match. 

The Authentics also contest three 
fixtures, with 3-day, One-Day and T20 
fixtures against Cambridge played 
over the latter part of the summer. 

If you do visit the Oxford University 
Parks, then do expect to see a lot 

of cricket being played within the 
grounds that have held many matches 
over the years. 


Football 
Well the European Championships are 
over and all of the fans, along with the 
French and Portuguese national teams 
have gone back home to relax and be 
with their families again. Going onto 
Oxford United Football, the team and 
staff have been in Spain on a tour. 
They played a game versus Alhaurin 


de la Torre and were victorious 2-0 
in the Spanish heat. Head Coach, 
Michael Appleton, has appointed 
John Lundstram as Oxford United's 
new Captain. While United’s two 
new signings Chris Maguire and Joe 
Rothwell, were able to fly to Spain to 
meet up with the rest of their new 
team. 


Activities to take part in 
Ride2Rio is Oxfam's brand new, virtual 
cycle event of the summer. This event 
is a great chance for you and five other 
friends to cycle the distance of London 
to Rio, without actually arriving there 
in time for the Olympic Games. The 
epic 6000 miles you would have to 
ride, in order to accomplish your 

goal, can be completed on your daily 
commute, on summery weekend rides, 
or even cycling to the shops. To make 
this challenge easier for your team, 
every pound you raise, adds on a mile 
to your overall distance. Make sure you 
use either Strava or MapMyFitness app 
to ensure you know how many miles 
you have cycled. Start date: 17th July 
Finish date: 21st August. 


School Games 

Oxfordshire School Games provides a 
whole year round activity programme 
that ensures every school-age pupil 


in Oxfordshire the opportunity to 
access high-quality competitive school 
sport. Cherwell, West Oxfordshire, 
Vale of White Horse, Oxford City and 
South Oxfordshire make up the five 
education areas of Oxfordshire. 

Within these areas, there are five 
excellent School Games Organisers 
providing competition, leadership and 
health interventions to all schools in 
each area. Every school student should 
get involved in if they can, because 
it provides loads of extra curricula 
activities. 


StreetSports 

The school holidays are here, so it’s a 
good time to feast your eyes on the 
great activities taking place in Oxford 
to keep young people active this 
summer. 

The holidays are great for the first 
few weeks, but boredom can kick in 
and parents may find it expensive to 
keep young ones entertained. But 
Oxford City Council has the answer 
with a host of free and affordable 
activities. 

For those aged 8 to 13 there are 
free StreetSports sessions kicking 
off on Monday 25 July and running 
for six weeks. They are happening 
on and around many of the city’s 
Multi Use Games Areas (also known 


e Raise wages to match rents 
e Axe the Housing Act 
e Build social housing 


as StreetSports cages) including 

the Leys, Barton, Rose Hill, Wood 
Farm, Northway, Cowley, Botley and 
Cutteslowe areas. These offer the 
kind of fun sports sessions that young 
people want to get involved in. 

The Sports Leaders who run the 
sessions bring all the equipment 
needed to take part in street golf, 
football, urban cricket, rounders, 
ultimate frisbee, dodgeball, table 
tennis and more. There is no need to 
book in advance, just turn up and play, 
but keep a lookout on the website and 
Facebook page for updates as sessions 
might be cancelled if it rains. 

Cllr Linda Smith, Board Member 
for Leisure, Parks and Sport said: 
“StreetSports is a fantastic initiative to 
get young people involved in sport, 
have fun, learn new skills and meet 
new friends — and it’s all free 

“Offering so many different sports 
activities and tailoring the sessions to 
what young people want will keep 
them entertained for hours. And who 
knows, it may also reveal a future 
sporting hero.” 

For more information and to see 
the full programme please visit https:// 
www.oxford.gov.uk/streetsports 


Youth Ambition 

For those aged between 11 and 19, 
the Youth Ambition Programme 

is running holiday schemes at the 
East Oxford Community Centre and 
Northway Sports Hall. Young people 
can take part in dance and music 
projects, learn something new with 
science experiments, enjoy trips to a 
trampoline park, play football or golf 
and try out paintballing. For more 
information visit the Oxford Youth 
Ambition webpage. 

You can also contact the Sports 
Development team about both 
of these programmes. Email 
sportsdevelopment@oxford.gov.uk or 
phone 01865 252728. 

If you fancy a splashing summer, 
the Council continues to offer free 
swimming sessions and targeted 
lessons for those under 17 years of age 
living in the city. For more information 
visit https://www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
freeswim 


Ping Pong Parlour 

And finally the new Ping Pong Parlour 
at the Glee Club offers free table 
tennis every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Sunday for the whole family as part of 
the Ping! Oxford 2016 festival. There 

is also a host of table tennis themed 
events. For details and information on 
other table locations visit http://www. 
pingengland.co.uk/oxford/ 
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Cllr John Tanner, City 
Council Board Member for 
a Clean and Green Oxford, 
said: “Well done to Oxford 
residents for once again 
throwing away less and 
recycling more. The City 
Council's excellent team 
of refuse and recycling 
collectors do a fantastic job. 
But all of us in Oxford need 
to up our game. What we 
do with that can or bottle, 
carton or food waste, 
makes a real difference. 

“Too much recyclable 
stuff still finds its way into 
the green bin and goes 
for incineration at Ardley. 
Not enough of us are 


Recycling 
rate hits all 
time high 


PEOPLE in Oxford are 
recycling more now than 
they have ever done 
before. The latest figures, 
for the year up to 31 March 
2016, confirm that recycling 
rates for the city have 


saved by recycling food 
was the equivalent of 
taking 600 cars off the road 
The total waste per 
household for 2015/16 was 
409kg, compared to 414kg 
in 2014/15, a reduction of 
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New for the Leys Community Church 


THE LEYS Community Church 


when Rev. Heather Carter suggested Sue Price, secretary of BLAP, said: 


has found a new home at BLAP we give BLAP a try. We visited and “lam impressed with the work done | reached 46.90 percent. 5kg per household. recycling or composting 
(Blackbird Leys Adventure loved it! When | talk to other church by members of the community That's up from last year’s Oxford City Council's our food waste. Recycling 
Playground). The church pastor, leaders about our new home, I start church, their youth programme, their | figure of 46.25 per cent. recycling team helped saves money, helps the 
Andrew Longmore, said: “We've by saying ‘if |I was building a church Toddler Time group and the Oxford In practical terms this spread the word by environment and reduces 
moved around a lot over the years. venue on the Leys, it would look Baby Baskets initiative for mums-to- | means: attending or hosting 63 our carbon footprint. But 


@ 1,170 fewer tonnes of 
rubbish than last year for 
the council to collect 

@ 12.8 more bin lorries of 
recycling collected 

@ 130 tonnes more 
compost produced than 
last year 


be all show their commitment to the 
Leys. It is good they can find a home 
in our building” 


The Barn, the Leisure Centre, the Holy 
Family Church, and most recently 
the Academy. But a few months 
ago a number of us felt stirred that, 
although the Academy had served 
us well, it was time to move back into 
the heart of the Leys. 

“We spent some time looking for 


like BLAP! Joey Phillips and the rest 
of the team do an incredible job, 
they've really gone out of their way 
to welcome us, and the clubs they 
run for local children are just fantastic 
— it’s really great to think that, by 
using BLAP as a venue, we're also 
helping support the brilliant work 


events across the city 
during 2015/16. These 
included high profile 
events such as the Cowley 
Road Carnival, the Freshers’ 
Fair and the Leys Festival, 
along with school visits, 
coffee mornings, and club 


better still don’t buy the 
rubbish in the first place.” 


E For more information 
on recycling in Oxford 
visit: https://www. 
oxford.gov.uk/ 


E Leys Community Church meet 
at BLAP most Sundays from 11am 
to 12.30pm - for further details 
see www.leyscommunitychurch. 


avenue and not finding anything, 


they're doing." 


Leys resident 
corners Cameron 
over Europe 


A BLACKBIRD Leys resident 
who criticised David Camerons's 
referendum campaign to 
remain in the EU could enter 
local politics in Oxford. 

Paul Sims from Northbrook 
Ward, Blackbird Leys appeared 
on Question Time debate 
‘Brexit’ to compare the former 
leaders David Cameron and 
Neville Chamberlain in their 
agreements with Europe. 

Paul says in the clip: “Mr 
Cameron, you say that your 
policy you've negotiated with 
Europe cannot be overruled. 

It can. So, are you really a 21st 
century Neville Chamberlain 
waving a piece of paper in the 
air saying to the public this is 
what | have; I have this promise 
where a dictatorship in Europe 
can overrule it, simple question 
yes or no?” 

Comparatively, Chamberlain's 
Munich Agreement in 1938 
allowed Germany to access 
Czechoslovakia’s banking 
system after their occupation of 
the Sudetenland and ultimately 
invade and expand territory in 
Europe. Paul was arguing that 
Cameron, like Chamberlain was 
similarly backing down to the 
EU and appeasing it where he 


describes the EU as becoming a 
dictatorship. 

In an exclusive interview 
Paul explained, if the UK were 
to remain an EU member, 
Cameron's agreement could 
easily be overruled by any of the 
other EU member states. 

Paul works in the 
entertainment industry and at 
this stage is not a member of a 
party or Trade Union. 

He said: “I have considered 
entering politics | would 
probably stand for UKIP mainly 
because the two major parties 
are too closely aligned.” 

With his regard to his vote 
to leave the EU he said: “I also 
remember when following the 
referendum, the UK joined the 
EEC. The economy suffered 
massively; many of our trade 
links with other countries in the 
Commonwealth were ruined, 
the price of food and goods 
rose, and countries such as New 
Zealand went into recession 
because their export markets 
were ruined by the deal.” 

Paul added: “There is the case 
of anon UK citizen, a convicted 
murderer coming to the UK 
and murdering a young girl. 
There did not appear to be any 


org.uk 
intelligence in the UK about 
this murderer or his previous 
convictions. He was allowed 
to come to this country with 
no Visa, if you have a Visa then 
murders like this could be 
stopped and information could 
be shared.” 

Paul made a reference to a 
document leaked recently by a 
source in Poland that examined 
the urgent situation in EU. The 
document appears to show 
how the EU needed closer 
integration and control, more 
laws from Brussels and an EU 
army. 

He said: “So we've got this 
got this federal Europe including 
armies. | don’t want a United 
States of Europe, The EU has 
plans to have an EU army. We 
have the RAF the Royal Navy 
and the British Army. | don't 
want that to change.” 

Paul added: “Prisoners are 
now allowed to vote, the UK 
courts denied their appeal to 
vote, yet the European court of 
Human rights gave them the 
right to vote, the cost of this case 
to UK tax payers is huge so this is 
acase where the EU had power 
over UK law.” 

Paul’s TV appearance has also 
appealed to a wide audience 
and was shown on Sky News 
and BBC News. 


E To view the clip of Paul and 
David in action visit www. 
oxfordtoday.news 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Ordered your 


amazon 
shopping but 
won't be at 
home for 
collection? 


Don't forget that 
Templars Square have 


Amazon Lockers, 


Located by the entrance at 
Between Towns Road 


| 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


www.templarssquare.com 


Shopping 
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Make a 
simple apron 


By Jane Yates 


ITS OFFICIAL! Aprons 
are in fashion. Websites 


are crammed with them. 


However they are so 
simple to make, without 
a pattern, and there are 
so many fun fabrics to 
choose from. 

Also if you're not into 
wearing aprons yourself 
they make a nice gift, 
say for a home warming 
party. 

This apron | have 
made is for size 14, but 
with the same piece 
of fabric you can make 
more gathers in the 
waist part or less. 

You will need: cotton 
to suit the color of your 


fabrics, pins, scissors, 
an iron and a sewing 
machine, although you 
could sew by hand. 

The main part of 
my fabric was bought 
to size, it was half a 
meter, and came from 
Dunham Mill. 

The blue material 
was an off cut and | 
had to sew two pieces 
together to make a long 
waist band. 


Method 

First cut out your 
material and press flat 
with a iron. 

The waist band is 14 
cm by 2 meters. Then 
cut a square shape for 
the pocket. 

Then, with the 
iron, press a seam of 
1 cmon both sides. If 
you're lucky this will be 
salvage, so you will only 
need one fold and then 
sew. 

Next press the 
bottom seam of the 
apron. This may need 


to be folded over twice 
to stop the material 


Then gather and pin 
in six places at the top 
of the apron, and pin 
the waist band on, right 
side to right side and 


Next press flat with 
the iron the waist band 
while folding over upon 
its self and pin down. 
Pin the rest of the waist 
band to make the two 
apron strings, folding 
over and pressing so 


that the raw edges of 
the material do not 
show. Change the 
colour of the cotton on 
your machine to match 
the material and when 
you're happy, sew. 

Next iron over all 
of the seams for the 
square pocket and sew 
a piece of flower trim on 
if you have any. Pin the 
pocket in place and sew. 

A final press with the 
iron and you're ready to 
do the washing up. 
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Local bowls club celebrates 50 years 


By John Charlton The club now in its 50th year 
was first set-up by Ken Painter, 
BLACKBIRD Leys Bowls Club Keith Forster and Les Aldridge 
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 1966. Since then it has grown 
on Sunday July 10 with a from strength to strength and 
special match against a county now has over 50 members. 
mixed team. President of the The club meets regularly on 
Oxfordshire Crown Bowling Tuesday evenings and plays 
Association, Peter Latter was in the county league and is 
in attendance to help celebrate currently second in the table. 
the occasion. The club is always keen to 


Training Session by St 
John’s Ambulance to help 
people save lives 


By Richard Chidwick 


A DEFIBRILLATOR training 
session was held at the Leys 
Community Centre to teach 
local people how to use the the training was absolutely 
machines. excellent. However | felt that 
AED's or Automated External it could have been better 
Defibrillators are being put in attended.” 
public places in a new national The training session 
initiative to help save livesand included basic but essential 


attract new members and 
everyone is welcome. Blackbird 
Leys Bowls President Gordon 
Roper said “Not only is it a great 
game to play but it is a good 
way to socialise with others, get 
some fresh air and exercise” 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


E For more details and to join 
the Bowls Club contact David 
Buckwell on 01865 881735 


Tuesday 30 August, 7pm, 
Tuesday 27 September, 7pm, 


Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 
Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John 
Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin Launchbury 


and Pat Stannard. 
be at the scene even quicker 


to treat a member of public 
having heart problems. 

Ann Booker who took part 
in the training said: “I thought 


equipment, including shopping 
centres, train stations, airports, 
offices and schools. 

The killer of more than 
400,000 people a year, sudden 
cardiac arrest (SCA) causes the 
heart's normal heart rhythm to 
suddenly become chaotic. 

These new machines are 
being installed in more public 
places but there is still some 


For further details telephone 
07754 271831 (9am-5pm) 


Send email to 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


spear” 
Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council ~ 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, 


help people who are having a 
cardiac arrest or heart attack. 
Two new defibrillators have 
been installed in Blackbird Leys 
so the emergency services can 


first aid procedure and was led 

by an experienced St John's 

Ambulance worker and trainer. 
Many public places keep 

an AED as part of their first aid 


way to go before the UK 
catches up in the AED race with 
America where there are even 
machines placed on bin lorries. 


minutes and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go 
to the community website: 


www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 


8 Leys News 


Colourful creations in abundance at the 
Oxford Academy Art Exhibition 


until the end of this school term and prints formerly the Leys Youth Programme, a 
can be purchased from the reception with scheme that offers mentoring and clubs to 
proceeds going towards next year's festival. the area's young people. 

A diversity of art was on show on the Robin Peake, development manager at 
day including sketches and paintings, Thrive, said: "The competition was started 
design and technology, performance art four years ago after a local young person 
and photography, including the unveiling won a national photography competition 
of the winner of the third annual 'Leys and suggested we do something similar 
Young Photographer of the Year 2016' locally. The photographs submitted were 
competition. very good and the young people involved 

Focusing on themes of 'atmospheres' should be proud." 
and 'textures', the photographs of subjects The overall competition winner was 
as varied as leaves, a flower, andatyre were Jessica Tyrrell, 12, who said: " | entered the 
both beautiful and interesting and belied competition because | like taking photos. 
the fact that the photographers are aged | took a photo of a reflection in water. I'm 
between 9 and 18 years old. excited about winning and | might enter 

The competition is run by Thrive Leys, again next year." 


By Helena Clennett 


A RIOT of shapes and colours presented a 
feast for the eyes in the art work on show at 
the Oxford Academy's 2016 art exhibition. 
The open day on July 2nd was part of 
‘Oxford Festival of the Arts,’ an initiative 
which began in 2008 at Magdalen College 
School and aims to celebrate the diverse 
communities of Oxford through the arts. 
"This is our first year in the festival, but we 
put on a celebration of the students’ art 
work every year," explained Jaclyn Wild, 
Head of Art at The Oxford Academy. The 
work will remain on show to the public as 
part of the school's OX4 community project 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Thank you for 


recycling for Oxford! 


There were 1,170 fewer tonnes 
of rubbish than last year 
for us to collect 


OXFORD 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


www.oxford.gov.uk 
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12.8 more bin lorries of 
recycling were collected 
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130 tonnes more compost 
produced than last year 


By recycling more food 
we have saved as much 
carbon as taking 600 cars 
off the road 


63 events were attended 
or hosted by the Recycling 
Team in 2015/16 


www.oxford.gov.uk/recycling 
E: recycling@oxford.gov.uk 

T: 01865 249811 

Twitter: www.twitter.com/Recycle4Oxford 


C¥recycle for Oxford 
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BIN IT TO WIN IT 


Our new fashion and 
beauty writer Annabel 
Wilkins, give us some tips 
for summer wardrobe 
updates. 


SUMMER is here so a wardrobe update is due. 
But how can you update your wardrobe, and 
look a million dollars without breaking the bank? 

Look no further, we have produced the 
ultimate guide to an affordable summer 
wardrobe. 

You may now be wondering, what are the 
trends, will they suit me, and where do | get my 
new fabulous clothes? 

But before you go and purchase your new 
look, consider throwing away some of last year’s 
tired trends. Including; tiny cheek flashing denim 
shorts, men style polo shirts and last of all skinny 
jeans! (excluding white skinnies, a summer must 
have) 

With those items out in the charity box, we 
can finally move onto the trends for this summer. 

The first and my favourite trend this summer 
is, Bardot. The name says is all, St Tropez, chic 
and Brigitte herself. This trend otherwise known 
as the ‘off the shoulder look’, is this year's most 
unexpectedly flattering trend. It suits everyone, 
with any shape and size. To purchase this French 
It-Girl look, look no further than New Look itself. 
With over seventy three results you are bound 
to find a Bardot top to suit you. Colour wise stick 
with the safe shades of blue, white, black and 
the naval stripes. Any other colour or pattern is 
bound to wash you out, let alone confuse the 
eye. 

The next trend for this season is ruffles. 

This can be ruffled blouses, dresses or skirts 

in any colour or pattern. Stick with floral and 
monochrome, if ruffles are a new territory for 
you. To buy this pretty girl look, Primark has a 
huge range of blouses, dresses or skirts. With 
prices as low as £9, you're never short for choice. 

This summer's third trend is the wide trouser. 
This can be in the form of bootleg jeans, culottes 
or simply relaxed linen trousers. What a relief 
after years of losing feeling in our legs from 
wearing super skinny jeans, we can finally relax 
in style. Matalan offer a number of chic wide 
trousers and bootleg jeans. | recommend the 
black soft wide trouser, perfectly accompanied 
by a Bardot blouse. 

We come to the fourth trend, the lace up 
and ankle tie ballet pump. This boho-pretty girl 
shoe is bound to make you feel as French as the 
Bardot top you've just purchased. The pointed 
style and neat laces work perfectly hidden by 
some wide leg trousers or on display with a 
ruffle dress. La Redoute has a selection of pumps, 
including naval stripped ankle ties and an 
elegant pair of black lace up pumps, and as we 
know black goes with everything. 

The fifth and final trend is swimwear, in 


AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016 


LEYS FASHION 


By Annabel Wilkins 
Summer Wardrobe Wonders 


particular halter neck swimsuits and prairie- 
sleeved bikini tops. Halter neck bikinis were last 
year’s trend but now it is all about the elegant 
one piece. And so for the prairie-sleeved bikini 
top, we all used to wear the floaty arms as a child 
and now they are back. For both visit New Look 
or H&M for a wide range of colours and patterns, 
you won't be disappointed. 

Those are the general trends for this summer 
season, however summer is also a busy time 
for events. Weddings, parties, barbecues and 
concerts start to creep onto your calendar. This 
only creates a clothes dilemma, leaving you 
unable to wear the same clothes twice in fear 
of becoming an outfit repeater! To ease your 
pain | have put together some outfits that will 
leave you stress free and looking good, all based 
around this season's trends. 

Outdoor concerts are one of my favourite 
things to do in summer. Listening to your 
favourite band, while enjoying a spectacular 
sunset. Whether you are seeing Adele or 
Coldplay, you'll want to keep cool and look 
good at the same time. To achieve this, a ruffled 
playsuit or jumpsuit are perfect. They are airy, 
stylish and excellently accompanied by a pair 
of chunky sneakers, another huge trend at the 
moment, perfect for all that jumping around 
you are likely to be doing. Primark have a huge 
variety of playsuit and jumpsuits all colours and 
patterns. For a more elegant look stick with 
block colours, such as black. 

Weddings! Just the thought of choosing 
an outfit gives me a stress headache. What 


will everyone else be wearing, how do I not 
overshadow the bride? Fear not, this summer's 
wedding trends are not something to stress 
over. For a two piece go for a pretty Bardot top, 
assembled with a midi pleat skirt and kitten 
heels. All of these can be bought from New 
Look’s broad wedding section. If you would feel 
more comfortable in a one piece, Primark have 
a variety of floaty ruffle midi and floor length 
dresses, when accompanied with a fitted blazer 
and wedges make the perfect wedding guest 
look. 

Barbecues and parties are not the same thing, 
so require two different outfits. Barbecues are a 
more laid back social event, but require a level of 
style to impress the neighbours. This is where my 
love for white jeans comes into play. Pair them 
with an H&M Bardot sky blue shirt and white 
wedges and you are good to go. Party wise 
you'll still want to keep to the minimal, block 
colours staying away from confusing patterns. 
As for clothes a simple tea dress, kitten heels and 
a denim jacket for when the temperature drops 
equals an excellent way to celebrate the summer. 
For all three visit Primark and H&M. 


"Th, 
= 


Leys News 9 


r E na 
a 


1. Primark Kimball Cold Shoulder Tea Dress - £13 

2. New Look White Lace Balloon Midi Skirt - £24.99 

3. New Look Grey Suedette Block Heel Court Shoes - £34.99 
4. Matalan Sneakers - £16 

5. Primark Jacket - £18 

6. Primark Jumpsuit - £16 


7. White jeans, Very - £17.25 
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What’s on for Summer at The Leys Children’s Centre 
For more information phone 01865 773263 


WHNCaOCS 


www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 


Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 


Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 


Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 


Bank Holiday 


Centre Closed 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Summer 
Celebration 
11am-1.30pm 
Look out for fliers 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Course’s at The Leys 
Childrens Centre 
from September 


Here is a list our short courses we are offering parents and carers from 
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Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
12pm-2pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
12.30pm-2pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 


12.30pm-2pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
12.30pm-2pm 


Job club 
Ipm-3pm 


Forest School 
(Shotover Park) 
9.30am-12.30pm 


Forest School 
(Wittenham Clumps) 
9.30am-12.30pm 


Rectory Farm 
9.30am-1.30pm 


18 
Hinksey Splashpark 
9.30am-1.30pm 


25 
Stay and Play 
in the Park 
11am-1pm 
Gillians Park 


© Dads/Male Carers Course 
Thursday 15 September, 3.30 -5.30pm 


@ Five week Parenting Course 
Thursday 22 September, 9.30-11.30am 


®@ Young Parents Group 
Thursday 15 September, 12.30-2pm 


® Introduction to Childcare 


September 2016 here at The Leys Children’s Centre. There are limited 
créche spaces available for courses, please contact the centre for 
further information. 


Thursday 15 September, 12.30-2.30pm 


@ ESOL (English as a second language) 
Wednesday 14 September, 9.30-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Dads Session 
Picnic in the park 
10.30am-12.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


26 
Stay and Play 
11am-1pm 
(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 


Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay and Play 
11am-1.30pm 


Chitdren’s Centres 


for fomilies in Oxfordshire 


Find us on 


Facebook 
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T COURTY COHIRCIL 
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Sure Start 
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ames Street Tavern 
gig helping young and 
established talent 


Two hippy Gentlemen of Verona at the Bodleian 


By John Charlton 


THE Globe Theatre on Tour 
produced an outstanding 
opening night in Oxford with 
their 1960s take on The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona. 

The production was 
bursting with fashion, music 
and songs based on the 
1960s hippy era with the 
actors doubling as musicians 
throughout the evening 
performance. Note perfect 
and word perfect the play was 
delivered with great pace and 
fun and touched upon some 
of Shakespeare's usual themes 
of deceit, love and friendship. 

Valentine loves Silvia and 
Proteus loves Julia - but 
Proteus is fickle, and falls for 
Silvia too. The ensemble of 


By Richard Chidwick 
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I’VE SLIPPED through the rip in the fabric of time,” Sparky's 
infamous quote printed on the back of t shirts for me really helps 
create an atmosphere in a room in a packed pub where everyone 
can share and enjoy a musical moment for this monthly show 


case and spotlight Jam. 


After a week of Brexit debate and misery and following 
England's dismal Euro 2016 performance it was nice to enter a 
packed James Street Tavern for the gig and hear some decent 
music. This would be a show to behold with Cosmosis to 
headline once again. Their new T shirts include the line: “The 
Shift hits the fan”. Their new fashion range for me reminds me 
of a band ona seemingly endless tour, with Cosmosis always 
making it back to the James Street Tavern after playing more and 
more gigs and improving every time. 

Having had a good listen to their album that was on sale at 
the gig, and having seen a fair number of their live performances, 
for me, they sound just as crisp as the album, but with their live 
act the band’s phonetic sound and the new heavier tunes makes 
their performance seem like a band on the ‘stairway to heaven’. 

As is always a treat for the audience, Blues Maestro, Tony and 
his partner Sal did an excellent set of classic blues songs. Tony is 
also an excellent composer of Blues songs in his own right finely 
supported by the genial and deceptively good Sally Moore. 

Megan Greta Josephy who also played tonight, played some 
good tunes, one a cover and one of her own pieces. 

Megan is also in a band called Ginger Coups and she said: 
“The first song | played was an original and the second was a 
cover one of our band's original tunes. Our drummer wasn't 


there because he had to fix his lawn mower 

She added: “I’m Oxford born and bred. For the last eight 
or nine years I've been playing at Sparky's open mics which 
enhanced my guitar playing.” 


” 


Savannah Hack, aged 12 and from Bracklesham Bay in West 
Sussex was at the James Street Tavern to play some excellent 


play but challenging.” 


cover tracks. She told me following the gig that she started 
performing and singing from a young age, and also started a 
performing arts course at the age of seven. She said: “I haven't 
been to Oxford or played in Oxford and I got a buzz from 

the thrill and excitement from everyone singing along with 

the songs. Tonight | played different songs that people don't 
normally play or cover. | love playing these songs - they are fun to 


The next Sparky's Spontaneous Showcase and Spotlight Jam 
is Friday August 5 at The James Street Tavern from 8pm. Acts 


are: Blue Fish, Des Barkus and Reverend Black. It is also Sparky's 


Birthday, so come for some cake! 


players bounce between 
elopements, betrayals and 
forest-dwelling outlaws 
accompanied with rock and 
roll music and songs. With 
confusion in love and loyalty 
and a little cross-dressing, the 
play swept through the lives 
of our four main characters 
creating a hilarious and riotous f 
evening. 

The open air production 
was set in the Bodleian 
Library's Old Schools 
Quadrangle which is a 
wonderful backdrop to this 
classic Shakespeare play. 

On a lovely warm summers 
evening, this is surely one of 
the best places to see a play in 
Oxford. 

The play runs until Sunday 
31 July. 


E Tickets for Two Gentlemen of Verona at Bodleian Old Schools Quadrangle start at £22 and available from the Ticket Office on 01865 305305 
or book online at www. oxfordplayhouse.com 


Come Dine 
with me 
comes to 
Oxford 


THE hit Channel 4 television 
programme Come Dine With Me is 
coming to Oxford, Reading and the 
surrounding areas and the producers 
are looking for keen foodies to 
compete in the new series. 

The new episode of the successful 
show takes place over four days with 
four individuals from all walks of 
life taking turns to host the perfect 
dinner party. At the end of the week 
the winning host walks away with 
£1,000. 

If you are fun-loving with a 
passion for food, then Channel 4 
want to hear from you now. You 
must be over 18 to take part. 

Shoot dates are August 8-12. 


E For more information email 
Isabel.williams@itv.com 
or call 0207 157 3748 
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Restore Tandem 
event proves a success 
for mental health 


By Richard Chidwick 


TANDEM In The Garden 
was held at Manzil Way, 
Cowley Road. The event 
saw Tandem Collective and 
local mental health charity, 
Restore, join together 

to promote and create 

an ethical showcase of 
acoustic music, hands-on 
workshops and inspiring 
talks at the serene Restore 
gardens. 

There were some 
interesting musical 
performances from 
Kourelou, Bitch'n'Monk, 
and the Ethno England 
Collective who also put 
ona hands-on music 
workshop and showed 
the public how they 
create their interesting 
and original progressive 
sound. Papa Nui played a 
colourful and interesting 


array of tunes to a receptive 
audience. 

Mackenzie Dancer who 
is soon to be taking over as 
Fundraiser at Restore said: 
“In The Garden ran last year 
and it was a great event so 
we decided to do the same 
again this year. 

Tandem Collective, who 
usually run a three-day 
music festival, got in touch, 
as they don't have space 
to hold their's this year. 
Tandem and Restore are 
both similar organisations 
in that we create events to 
promote and support local 
issues, So we decided to go 
for it.” 

She added: “Ethno 
England are a huge 
collective folk band from 
all over the world and 
they collaborate and 
meet up once a year. The 
musicians are all using 
the opportunity to get 


Oxford 


Get the latest local community news 
on your mobile phone, tablet and PC. 


Oxford Today is the digital home of the Community 


together and play here 
today.” 

There was an interesting 
talk on mental health at 
work by Vanessa Baker 
Honeyford who discussed 
with the audience about 
how if you take on too 
much at work your mental 
health can be affected. 

Vanessa said: “I work as 
a mental health instructor 
for Restore. | tell them how 
to produce their staff's 
mental health programmes 
at work. Around 40 per 
cent of sick pay last year 
was mental health related. 
Suffering with mental 
health can be seen as too 
much of a weakness.” 

All funds raised from 
the event went towards 
Restore and will help the 
charity in its vital work and 
spread the word about 
mental health. 


Media Group. Publishers of all the hyperlocal 
newspapers that are distributed across Oxford. 


Oxford Today will give you: 


e The latest news stories affecting you in 
your local area and across Oxford 


e Events happening across Oxford 


e Jobs and recruitment news 


e Opportunities to upload your own events 
and news stories 


e 24 hour news 


www.oxfordtoday.news 
yy 
Fr 
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Have your say on 
a new Local Plan 


for Oxford 


THE City Council has started work 
ona new Local Plan that will guide 
Oxford's development over the 
next 20 years. It will direct new 
development in the city towards 


delivering new jobs and homes for 
its growing population, respond 
to future social, environmental 
and economic change, and help 
shape the future of Oxford. 

The council is keen to engage 
people at an early stage in the 
creation of the ‘Oxford Local 
Plan 2036’ and has opened 
the first-steps period of public 
consultation, which runs until 5 
August. 

This early engagement offers 
an opportunity for everyone to be 
involved in developing a vision for 
Oxford in 2036. The council would 
like communities to help identify 
the key issues to address and the 
potential options for dealing with 
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them. Two other periods of public 
involvement and engagement 
will follow during the summer 

of 2017 and 2018, leading to the 
production of a draft Local Plan by 
2018. 

Home to 160,000 people, 
Oxford is a fast-growing 
international city whose 
population is expected to rise 
by 20 per cent over the next 20 
years. The city will need adequate, 
appropriate and environmentally 
sustainable provision of not only 
housing, transport and jobs, but 
also schools and public amenities, 
green spaces and other facilities to 
serve the growing population. 

Oxford faces a longstanding 
housing crisis, which has 
many impacts on families and 
communities, as well as on 
employers and services such 
as schools and hospitals which 


youth | 
ambition 


struggle to keep staff. Through the 
Local Plan, the council will aim to 
ensure that Oxford gets enough 
homes of the right mixture of 
tenures in the right locations to 
meet the needs of everyone in the 
city. 

Cllr Alex Hollingsworth, Board 
Member for Planning, Transport 
and Regulatory Services, said: “Our 
key priority is to get the balance 
right between our population, the 
economy and the environment 
as we develop the vision of what 
Oxford should be like in 2036. We 
want to make sure that Oxford 
continues to be a successful and 
attractive city where people enjoy 
living, working and visiting.” 


E To participate in the 
consultation online, please 
visit www.oxford.gov.uk/ 
localplan 
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Fun, multi-sports sessions for 
8-13 year-olds of all abilities 
25 July to 3 September 2016 


www.oxford.gov.uk/streetsports 


@oxfordyouthambition 


youthambition@oxford.gov.uk 


01865 252728 


Building a world-class city for everyone 


PNI 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


OXFORD 


BROOKES 


UNIVERSITY 
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New volunteers are 


sought as Oxford 


Academy gets 


funding to continue 
‘Old School’ project 


By Helena Clennett 


THE 'Old School’ project launched by 
the Hairy Bikers in their most recent 
BBC series is to continue at the Oxford 
Academy now that funding has been 
secured. 

The series paired up twelve 
students with a senior citizen partner 
in an attempt to explore how 
intergenerational friendships could 
benefit those at opposite ends of the 
life course. 

The school became involved after 
being approached by production 
company Maverick TV. "We had been 
wanting to build stronger links with 
the local community and work with 
local volunteers for a long time" said 
Tom Peterson, assistant community 
director at Oxford Academy. "We 
applied for the programme and were 


selected, but it was a competitive 
process, | think they liked the school 
and the area.” 

Students (junior partners) 
volunteered to join the project and 
were matched with local volunteers 
(senior partners) based on initial 
meetings and team building 
workshops. 

The school has currently raised 
£65,000 in order to continue 'Old 
School’ and to pilot the scheme at 
other local schools, with the aim of 
taking it nationally in the future. 

"When you watched the 
programme you could see the benefits 
for the juniors involved" said Hannah 
Jamieson, community strategy 
development officer for the project at 
Oxford Academy. "Their test results, 
punctuality and behaviour had all 
improved, and the senior partners 
saw improvements in cognitive and 


physical tests too. The partnerships 
are continuing and any students due 
to leave will be replaced by new junior 
partners." 

New volunteers are needed as ‘Old 
School' expands and it is hoped the 
current twelve pairs can be doubled. 
The current senior partners are from 
areas local to the school like Rose 
Hill, Littlemore and Blackbird Leys, 
but there are no rules on the areas 
potential volunteers are coming from. 
"It doesn't matter what walk of life you 
are from, we just need people with 
time to give and experiences to share. 
The senior partners also gain new skills 
and hobbies and get a lot back from 
it. Unlike traditional mentoring this is 
more of a two way street" explained 
Hannah. 

Vic Thorp, one of the senior partners 
featured in the BBC programme, 
became involved after being invited 


to an induction by the production 
company when he was shopping in 
Cowley centre. "| was matched with 

16 year old Marlon, he is sporty and 
plays rugby, | like football and cricket. 
Everyone was nervous - my perception 
of kids was that they were rude and 
arrogant, and they thought old people 
were all fuddy- duddy and spent all 
day indoors watching TV!" 

"The experience has had lots of 
benefits for me" said Vic "I felt we 
had all improved after the tests were 
repeated, the children's confidence 
had grown. It's given me a better 
understanding of teenagers today 
as before this | hadn't mixed with 
younger people or been into a school 
for years. There has been so much 
progress, they are more advanced 
than | was their age and have lots a 
technology. Marlon is a terrific lad 
and we get on well. The kids from the 
project all say hello now and we have 
a chat, and the seniors have our own 
social circle too." 

Melanie Horwood decided to get 
involved in ‘Old School' after losing 
her parents. "I wanted something 
to do and | thought it would be 
exciting and interesting. | didn't 
have preconceptions of younger 
people really as | work on reception 
at the school, and I have nieces and 
nephews. | was matched with 16 year 
old Chloe. Although it wasn't shown, 
on our first meeting for the show | 
took her out for the day. We went to 
the bank, as | thought learning about 
savings was important for someone of 
her age, but we also got our nails done 
and had a meal. We had an instant 
rapport and we've built up a genuine 
friendship. | met her parents after she 
invited me along to watch her collect 
a prize she won in sports. She doesn't 
have grandparents so her mother felt 
| could be helpful, and that made me 
feel better about things like giving her 
advice. 

We now go to a choir together once 


a week, and we are hoping to organise 
days out in the future. I've told her I will 
be here until she finishes school at 18. 

| feel happier in myself now, at first it 
was for me, but then I realised | was 
helping Chloe too." 

"I thought 'Old School’ sounded 
interesting, and | hoped it would give 
me the opportunity to help someone 
and make a new friend." said Chloe. 

"If you don't have grandparents you 
might not know much about older 
people. | found Mel surprising, she is 
very active and age doesn't slow her 
down. We meet once a week at the 
choir now and I know I can call or text 
her if | need a chat. I've made a friend 
and I know if | need anything she will 
be there." 

"| would tell any other student 
thinking of becoming a junior partner 
to give it a go" said Chloe. "You might 
be scared but don't be. There will 
be some bumps and you might feel 
like you don't want to do it, but give 
it time and it will be fine. If you have 
any worries talk to your partner or the 
organisers of the project." 

The seniors gave equally positive 
advice to any potential volunteers. "It 
has done everyone the world of good" 
said Vic "Everyone can learn a lot, there 
will be ups and downs but they are 
often due to misunderstandings. In the 
end it worked out well." 


E If you would like to find out 

more and arrange to drop in 
contact Hannah Jamieson on 

01865 774311 or email oldschool@ 
theoxfordacademy.org.uk. 
Volunteers will need references and 
will be DBS checked. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your 
local area with a Leys News 
Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from 
as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John 
on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 

& 07884318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
T 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 
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Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 
T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 0X4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

T 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 
Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 
Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 

T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
Children / babies fashion 
clothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 

94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
T 01865 778709 

Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistictherapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 
3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
T 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £20,000 more! 


3.64 bedroom houses URGONTLY 
remedied) Wie willl newt or buyi 


Problem selling or renting your 


residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 


Want a fast sale at near market price? 
& Solutions for properties with little or 
no equity, refurbishment work taken 


on. Whatever your circumstances 
there may bea solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 

01865 308067 

or 07990 630 332 

E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like 
your sporting 


achievements 
featured in Leys 
News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15—5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 
Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


Em Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


T 01865 770403 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

Œ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannah 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 


AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2016 


or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


Œ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am—8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX47W). 

T Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 
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Pickup fi 
FREE COU rses at BLITZ THE OXFORD aii SAMEDEAN ASSOCIATION ickup fom . 
Day Trip to Brighton 7am — Blessed Dominic Barberi, 
The BLITZ IT hub is offering free courses to help people Littlemore 
who live in the Leys to improve their IT and computer Saturday 13 August 2016 7:10am — Blackbird Leys Community 
Adults £22, Children (under 16) £15 Centre 


skills. Complete beginners welcome. 
7.15am — Cowley Centre 


7.30am — Our Lady’s, Hollow Way 
7.40am — St Francis, Hollow Way 
7.50am — Headington Post Office 


8am — Green Road Roundabout, 
Headington 


Please book early to avoid disappointment 
£10 deposit for adults and £6 for children when you book 
All money to be paid by 6 August 


Call us on 01865 806453 
or drop in and see us in Blackbird Leys Community Centre 


For details contact Olive or Margaret on 
01865 772133 or 01865 425685 or 01865 763732 or 01865 767637 
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E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
T Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


Welcome events for local over-50s. 
New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 
Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living on 
the Leys. We run lots of great, low-cost 
activities. Tel: 01865 395908 


NEW! September welcome lunch. 
Bring and Share Lunch Monday 19 
September 12pm. Bring some food or 
drink to share, and enjoy a sociable lunch 
together. All welcome! New regular 
Clockhouse event, with bring and share 
food plus an interesting talk. This month: 


Old School. You may have watched the TV 


programmes — get the inside story and 
hear what's happened since to this local 
school inter-generations project. 


Over-50s advice 

FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 

the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 
consumer issues), with an adviser from 
Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next ones: 
Monday 22 August and Monday 26 
September. Book an appointment (tel: 
395908): 10am till 12pm, or drop in from: 
12-12.30pm. 


Monday tea-time social for over 50s 
Tea-time social club for a friendly cup of 
tea and a chat. Scrabble and dominoes 
if you feel like a game - or just enjoy 
meeting and chatting with others! Every 
Monday - 1.30 to 3.30 pm (except bank 
holidays). £1. Tel: 395908. 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
astimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 
rosewood@daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
T 07729 581975 


E MYOX4 

Community recovery project for 
individuals wishing to achieve and 
maintain abstinence from drugs and 
alcohol also promoting healthy lifestyles 
and wellbeing with free and confidential 
advice and support. 

9 Knights Rd, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. OX4 
6HU 

T 01865 778163 

E: seanqualter.lifeline@gmail.com 
facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
LifelineOxfordService 


THE CLOCKHOUSE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Our sessions are either low-cost 
or free, and all Leys over 
50s are very welcome! 


Age uk information drop-in. 
Monthly sessions at the Clockhouse. 
If you are over 50, or are supporting 
someone over 50, and need help, advice 
or information, please drop in for a chat 
with a Age UK community information 
worker. FREE. 

No session in August, next one: 
Monday 26 September. 2—3.30pm. 


Dance for over 50s 

Move around the floor, dance seated, 

or just watch and enjoy! No partner or 
experience needed. Next one: Monday 5 
September: line dance, 11am—12pm. £2. 
Tel: 395908 for details. 


Yoga for over 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Beginners welcome. Great for flexibility, 
balance and movement. Every Tuesday 
starting 6 September. 10 —11 am. £2. 


Singing for fun for over 50s. 

Every Tuesday starting 6 September. 
1.30—3.30pm. This group is currently full 
— tel: 395908 to express your interest. 


Crafts group for over 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
£1. Wednesdays, 11am—12.30pm. New 
members welcome! 


Seated exercise for over 50s 
Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater Leys, 
0X4 7FF. FREE. Thursdays, 11.15am 
(starting 4 August 2016). 

All local over-50s welcome. Please 
tel: 748362 to confirm dates/time. 


Tai chi for over 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you 
get more supple, and boost energy. 
Thursdays, starting 8 September, 10-11 
am. £2. 


Gardening Club 
Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of ALL ages welcome. 

You don’t have to be an active 
gardener. Next Club meeting: Thursday 4 
August 2016, 2-4 pm. £2. Tel: 395908. 


NOTICES 


THE LEYS WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over are welcome to 
attend. Next meeting will be on 6 July. 
T 07973 336 041 
W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


SOCIALIST PARTY MEETING 
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


LEYS COMMUNITY MARKET 
The market is ideal for budding 
entrepreneurs, to sell home made goods 
like. A place to develop a business. 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
Christine, 07914 395619 


Art group for over-50s. 

Beginners welcome. Potters Court, Robin 
Place, Greater Leys, OX4 7FF. Art Group 

is taking a summer break from June to 
mid-September. Please tel: 395908 early 
September for details of dates/times. 


Computer courses for over-50s. 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Beginners 
welcome. FREE. Bookings tel: 395908. 


Evening Socials 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights 

Group! Adults of all ages welcome. £2 
includes drink/biscuits. Next meeting: 
Wednesday 31 August 7-9 pm (BINGO) 
and Wednesday 28 September (QUIZ 
NIGHT). Tel: 01865 395908. 


Community gardening for 
volunteers 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful. Enjoy good company, while 
doing something really positive for your 
local community. Tel: 395908. 


Rosewood Club 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £12 a day including a hot 
two-course meal, plus a transport charge 
if used. Open each weekday. Tel: 749349 
or email: rosewood @daybreak-oxford. 
org.uk for more details or to book an 
initial visit. 


E Long Ground, Greater Leys, 0X4 7FX (look for the docks ontheroof) @& 01865 395908 E:clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 


month. 


T 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with children’s activities. 


Timeout: Reflective worship. 
Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank holidays) 
at 6.30-7.30pm. For enquiries, hall bookings, wedding 


arrangements. 


T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 
www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Œ Chrisco Ministries 


Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL Community 


Centre, Sundays, 11am-2pm 

@ 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 

EŒ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 


Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford Academy, The 
Library (inc. activities for children and young people). 
T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music and children’s 


liturgy; and at 6pm. 
T 01865 776903 


Œ Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL Community 
Centre, Sundays, 3-5.30pm. 

T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


Bible study: Wednesdays: 6—8pm, except last Friday of 


Œ Seventh Day Adventist Church 


1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 


Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 


Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


E Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 

Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys Community Centre. 
Sunday Service: 1lam—1.30pm. 

All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 


Bible Study: Sundays, 1lam—12pm. 


T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 964056 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


E Kingsway International Christian Centre 
Sunday service: 1lam—1pm, children's 

church runs concurrently. 

Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 

The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, OX4 7BU. 
T 07951262426 admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ IT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Job Club 
Wednesday 10am—12pm. 
T 07931 400108 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30—7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
(starting in March), Fridays, 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 
@ Silver Circle Bingo @ Oxford Polish Association 
Tuesday afternoon, Bingo starts Mondays twice per month, 
at 2pm. 6—9pm 
T 01865 435954 T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 
@ Golden Circle Bingo 
Thursday afternoon, Bingo starts  @ FriendLeys 
at 2pm. Community coffee morning, 


T 01865 770626 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 


£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
T 07810047819 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 
New members always welcome. 


T Trish, 07824 644874 Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 
T 07775 945279 
SPORTS HALL 
@ Boxing Club @ Kick Boxing and Kung Fu 
Juniors and Seniors. (Adults) 


T For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


T 07909 121400 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
(seven to 18 years ONLY) 

Tuesdays 4—5pm, Saturdays 12—1pm 
T 07518 502920 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with 
fast wired internet connection, 
ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
range of activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 


For more details contact 
Jayne on 01865 402070 


Œ Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 


E: blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in Maths and English 


Improve your skills and get a recognised qualification. 


Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 
To book atime to come in call 01865 728688 
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The Leys Health Centre 


Dunnock Way, Oxford, OX4 7EX Tel: 01865 7/8244 


Have your say about the services we provide to you 


In July The Leys Health Centre produced a survey dedicated to all aspects of patient access following changes to the 
appointment system last year. The results of this survey will be published on the practice website in September. 


However, we are also very keen to discover your views on other aspects of the service we provide. If you have time, we would love 
to know what you think are the most important priorities for the practice. This could include any aspect of the practice, (staff, building etc.) 


In the past, when patients were asked, parking at the practice came out as a high priority and since then a new car park extension 
has been built. Any positive suggestions welcome. Please list up to 3 suggestions below: 


Once completed please cut along the dotted line and place into the box in reception marked ‘Survey Ideas’, post to the practice 
marked for the attention of Fiona Lodge, or alternatively, email your three ideas to Fiona Lodge at leys.ppg@nhs.net 


Your answers will be collated by practice staff and the most common themes developed into a survey, in conjunction with The Leys 
Health Centre Patient Participation Group. We hope to improve our service by getting your feedback and thoughts. 


How can I help? 
In the last issue of the Leys News, ways in which patients e You will need to obtain a Minor Illness Scheme passport 
could help to make the best use of GP appointments from your GP practice (this also contains detailed 
were briefly outlined. These suggestions included the information on how the scheme works and lists 
Minor Ailments Scheme. This second article provides the participating pharmacies). 


opportunity to explain this scheme in a little more detail. © You must be entitled to free prescriptions 


JUS euas Seneu e Examples of conditions which can be treated as part of 


This is a pilot scheme which aims to make it easier to get the Minor Ailments Scheme are listed below. 
treatment for minor health problems, by providing advice and 
medication directly from participating pharmacies. 


This means that you do not have to make an Constipation e Headache e Cystitis 
appointment with your GP or nurse in order to get 
medications. You can get advice and treatment from 
participating pharmacies for FREE. This scheme is for patients Ear Wax © Scabies ¢ Eczema/Allergy 
who are exempt from prescription charges but all 
patients can ask their pharmacist for advice about minor 
health problems. e If the pharmacist has any concerns, they may refer you to 
your GP. 


Athletes Foot èe Hay Fever e Cold Sores e Head Lice 
Haemorrhoids è Diarrhoea ® Itchy/flaky scalp 


Sore Throat ¢ Eye Infection + Threadworms 


Taking part is simple: 


e You must be a patient of a participating practice: The , : : 
Leys Health Centre, Donnington Medical Partnership, Ask a receptionist at your GP practice 


Bury Knowle Health Centre (Barton and Wood Farm for more details and pick up 


branches only), Windrush Surgery, Woodlands Surgery a registration booklet today. 
and West Bar Surgery (Hardwick branch only). 


